


The quality of education delivery has always
been top priority with the PPP/C government.

And so it is not by chance that the education
sector has undergone a major overhaul, with much
improved infrastructure and more trained teach-
ers with improved performances at examinations.

Here are some results of Government’s efforts
to turn around performance in the education sec-
tor:

BUDGETARY ALLOCA TIONS

* Budgetary allocations for education have
risen significantly over the past 11 years,  from 5
per cent of the budget in 1992 to 17 per cent in
2003; from $1.7 billion in 1992 to $17 billion this
year.

PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

*  The Government received support from the
Basic Education Access Management Support
(BEAMS) programme. This is a US $55 million
Inter-American Development Bank programme
to improve school performance, develop human
resources and capacity, and civil works.

*   Through BEAMS, Guyana has secured the
services of a literacy and teacher-training special-
ist.



*  The Secondary Schools Reform Project,
(SSRP), the Primary Education Improvement
Project, (PEIP), the Guyana Education Access
Programme, (GEAP), and the Social Impact
Amelioration Programme, (SIMAP) have all con-
tributed to infrastructure development in the sec-
tor.

*  A vigorous development programme in all
the regions has led to 80 to 90 per cent of the

school population being housed in more fa-
vourable environments.

*  Some 800 schools around the country have
been built or repaired under these programmes.

*  Through the SSRP, school laboratories have
been upgraded, curriculums have been made more
relevant and more teaching materials are now
available in schools.

Minister  Henry Jeffery and former PS Hydar Ally
examine books presented to the
Books Division of the Ministry



IMPROVING EFFICIENCY
IN THE SECTOR

*  Teachers are being trained in a School In-
formation System, (SIS), and this, along with a
School’s Information Management System, al-
lows for more timely statistics at any school.

*  Over 800 teachers were taught of the im-
portance of the 21st century technology in
schools.

* The Ministry has designed a Strategic Plan
(2003-2007) to eliminate illiteracy, modernize
education and strengthen tolerance.

* Another programme aims at reviving moral
standards and fostering community involvement
in schools.

*  Project Thrust, a United Kingdom/Holland
programme is responsible for sending a large
number of teacher volunteers here for serving at
Hinterland locations.

They are focusing on Science, Mathematics,
and English Language.

The newly constructed Buxton Primary School



TEACHER TRAINING

* Under the current PPP/C administra-
tion, some 5000 teachers who successfully
passed through the Cyril Potter College of
Education were trained in formal teacher-
training institutions.

* In-service centres were extended to
Rose Hall, Vreed-en-Hoop, Anna Regina and
New Amsterdam.

*  There are over 100 hinterland teachers
eligible for the certificate programme at the
Cyril Potter College of Education.

A Hinterland Teacher graduates from CPCE

Newly built Cumberland Primary School in Region 6
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OTHER PROGRAMMES

* The Ministry’s School Feeding Programme
makes it possible for a large number of children
to attend school regularly, with the increased abil-
ity to take in what they are taught.

*  The school curriculums now include Moral
Health and Family Life Education programmes;
and more priority is now given to Physical Edu-
cation and Road Safety programmes.

*  Computer education has been introduced .

*  And recent successes at the Primary and
Secondary schools examinations speak volumes
for the efforts and achievements of the Educa-
tion Ministry in recent years.

Teaching Information Technology in schools


