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CHAPTER 4:01
LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
An Act to establish criteria for the admission of persons to 1g9o9gq.
practise as attorneys-at-law in Guyana, to regulate their ¢ 26
functions, to providefor their professional disciplineand for 1953 Ed.
matters incidental thereto and connected therewith. ¢. 30
18 of 1897
[25TH NOVEMBER, 1897] 30©f 1980
1. This Act may be cited asthe Legal Practitioners Act. Short title.
PART |
ADMISSION AND ENROLMENT
2. (1) Inthis Part of this Act— Interpretation.
[4 of 1966A
“Agreement” means the Agreement referred to in section 2 of the ‘:’)3 82/11%7755
Council of Legal Education Act; 3 of 1980]
c.4:04
“attorney-at-law” means any person whose name is enrolled on the
Court Roll in accordance with this Act;
“the Court” means the High Court;
“Court Roll” meansthe Court Roll referred to and kept under section 3
before its anendment by the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) 3 of 1980

Act 1980;

“Lega Education Certificate’” means the Legal Education Certificate
referred to in Article 4 of the Agreement;

“legal practitioner” meansaperson duly admitted to practisebeforethe
Court as an attorney-at-law under this Act, and who is actually
practising the profession;

L.RO. 3/1998
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Exigting
practitioners
to be attor-
neys-at-law.
[3 of 1980]

“practiselaw” meanspractiseasabarrister or asolicitor lawfully could
before the coming into operation of the Lega Practitioners
(Amendment) Act 1980 and includes practising at one and the
same time both as such barrister and as such solicitor;

“the Registrar” means the Registrar of the Supreme Court;
“theregistry” meansthe registry of the Supreme Court;

“tout” means a person who procures in consideration of any
remuneration moving from any legal practitioner or from any
person on hisbehalf, the employment of suchlegal practitionerin
any legal business, or who proposes to any legal practitioner to
procure, in consideration of any remuneration moving from such
legal practitioner or from any person on hisbehalf, theemployment
of thelegal practitioner in such business, or who for purposes of
such procurement frequents the precincts of any court and
includes a person declared by the Registrar to be a tout in
pursuance of section 13.

(2)Any reference (however expressed) in any written law or
any document having legal effect to abarrister or asolicitor asrespects
the conferring of any right or privilege, the exercise of any function or
inrelation to the qualification for appointment to any office shall, after
the coming into operation of this subsection, be deemed to include a
reference to an attorney-at-law.

(3) Forthepurposesof any writtenlaw whereby thequalification
of any person for holding any office depends upon hishaving held any
legal professional qualificationsfor aspecified period, any period during
which an attorney-at-law waspreviously abarrister or solicitor shall be
treated as part of the period during which he was qualified as an
attorney-at-law.

3. All persons enrolled on the Court Roll immediately before the
coming into operation of thissection shall bedeemedfor all purposesto
be attorneys-at-law and to have been duly admitted to practiselaw and
enrolled on the Court Roll in accordance with section 11.
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4. (1) The Court may at any time admit any personto practiselaw  agmission of
if— attorneys-at-
law.
(a) heisanational; Elzsf"lfgl?%m
(b) he has attained the age of twenty-one years, 33 0f 1975
(c) heisof good character; and 0. 68/1961
(d)(i)he holds a Legal Education Certificate; or 3 of 1980]
(i)he is entitled to be recognised as professionally
qualified for admissionto practiselaw in Guyanaby virtue
of the operation of Article 6 of the Agreement or of
subsection (4).
(2) In subsection (1) “national” has the same meaning as in
Article 6(2) of the Agreement.
(3) (A)Any person holding officeasal aw Officer shall, solong
as he continues to hold such office, have and enjoy all the rights and
privileges of an attorney-at-law entitled to practise in the courts of
Guyana.
(b) In this subsection, the expression “Law Officer” means
any person holding office asthe Attorney General or asthe Director of
Public Prosecutions or on the staff of their Chambers.
(4) TheMinister may by order, which shall besubject to negative
resolution of theNational Assembly, providefor personsor any classof
personswho, by reason only of any date or dates specified in Article 6
of the Agreement, are not entitled thereunder to be recognised as
professionally qualified for admission to practicelaw in Guyana, to be
entitled to be so recognised subject to any conditions specified in the
order.
5. (1) The Minister may by order provide that subject to such Reciproca
exceptions, conditions, qualifications and modifications as may be admissonto
prescribed in the order any legal practitioner of any country (not being Féac?' 198 E';g]""

a participating country within the meaning of Article 6 of the
Agreement) shall asfrom adate specified in the order be eligibleto be
admitted by the Court to practiselaw if the Minister, after consultation
with the Chancellor, is satisfied—

L.RO. 3/1998
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Eligibility of
person who is
not acitizen of
Guyanato be
admitted to
practise law if
that person
possesses
qudifications
recognisedin
Guyana.

[3 of 1980]

(a) that thelaw of that country relating to the admission of
personsto practise law in the superior courts of that country
aresuch asto ensurethat they possess suitable qualifications
and competence; and

(b) that by the law of that country attorneys-at-law of
Guyana are entitled or would, if an order were made under
this subsection, be or become entitled to admission aslegal
practitioners of the superior courts of that country; and

(c) that suchentitlement to admissionwouldbeontermsas
favourable as those on which legal practitioners of that
country would, if an order were made under this subsection,
beor becomeentitled to admission to practiselaw in Guyana.

(2) The Court may at any time admit any person to practise law
under this section if he has attained the age of twenty-one years and

satisfies the Court of his qualifications and good character.

6. (1) The Minister may by order provide that, subject to such

exceptions, conditions, qualifications and modifications as may be

prescribed therein, a citizen or national or any country (not being a
participating country within themeaning of Article5 of the Agreement)

who holdsal egal Education Certificate shall beeligibleto beadmitted

by the Court to practise law if the Minister, after consultation with the
Chancellor, issatisfied—

(a) that thelaw of the country relating to the admission of
legal practitionersto practiselaw inthe superior courtsof the
country issuch asto ensurethat acitizen of Guyanawho has
obtai ned the qualificationsand sati sfied the conditionswhich
would entitle a citizen or a nationa of that country to be
admitted to practise asalegal practitioner in that country, is
entitled or would, if an order weremade under thissubsection,
be or become entitled to admission asalegal practitioner of
the superior courts of that country; and

(b) that such entitlement by a citizen of Guyana to
admissionwould beontermsasfavourableasthoseonwhich
citizens or nationals of that country would, if an order were
made under this subsection, be or become entitled to
admission to practise law in Guyana.
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(2) The Court may at any time admit any person to practiselaw
under this section if he has attained the age of twenty-one years and
satisfied the Court of his qualifications and good character.

(3) For the purposes of this section the expression “national”
means, inthe case of acountry wherethereisnolaw inforce conferring
citizenship of that country, apersonwho isregarded asbelongingtothat
country under any law in forcein that country.

7. (1) Anappeal shall lietothe Court of Appeal froman order of the
Court refusing to admit any person to practise law under section4, 5 or
6.

(2) Rules of court may prescribe the practice and procedure to
befollowed in relation to appeal s under this section.

8. Nothinginsections4to7 (bothinclusive) affectsany law relating
tothe placing of restrictionson any person, not being acitizen of Guyana,
entering, residing or working in Guyana.

9. A person who desiresto be admitted to practise law in Guyana
shall apply by petition to the Court for admission as an attorney-at-law
and shall filewiththepetition such certificate or other document as proof
of hisqualification for admission under thisAct, together with astatutory
declaration of identity and such other information in support thereof, as
the Court may require for the purpose:

Provided that—

(a) theCourt may, on special grounds, and uponany terms
it thinksreasonable, exempt any such personfrom complying
with any formalities prescribed by this section either
absolutely or for a specified period; and

(b) after the Court hasdealt with the petition, the petitioner
shall be entitled to receive his certificate or other document.

Appeal against
refusal of
admission to
practice law.
[3 of 1980]

Savingsof
enactments
placing
restrictions.
[3 of 1980]

Deposit of
documents for
the purpose of
admission to
practice law.
[3 of 1980]
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Oath of
attorney-at-
law on
admission.
[3 of 1980]

Enrolment of
attorneys-at-
law.

[25 of 1954
3 of 1980]

Status of
attorneys-at-
law.

[33 of 1975
3 of 1980]

c. 80:01

Officers of the
Couirt.

[15 of 1931

3 of 1980]

10. Everyoneadmittedto practiselaw shall, upon hisadmission, have
administered to him in the presence of one of the judges and shall take
the oath or declaration and affirmation following:

“1, A.B., do swear (or solemnly, sincerely and truly declare
and affirm) that | will well and truly serve the people of Guyana
according tothebest of my learning and knowledgeinthelaw, and | will
truly counsel and advisethem that retain me according to the best of my
skill, and | will not defer, protract, or delay their causeswillingly for lucre
or hope of reward.”

11. Every person admitted to practise law shall be enrolled by the
Registrar on the Court Roll and shall be entitled to a certificate of
enrolment under the seal of the Court, and, subject to section4, no person
whose nameisnot enrolled asaforesaid shall be entitled to practiselaw
in any of the courts of Guyana.

12. Every person whose nameisenrolled onthe Court Roll shall be
known as an attorney-at-law and—

(a) subject to this Act and to section 39 of the Tax Act, shall be
entitled to practise law before any court in Guyana and to sue for and
recover his fees for services rendered in that respect,

(b) shall be subject to all such liabilities as attached by law to a
barrister and a solicitor prior to the coming into operation of the Legal
Practitioners (Amendment) Act 1980, and, without prejudice to the
generality of theforegoing, beliable for any negligence committed by
him when practising law save in respect of the conduct of any casein
court and in respect of any preliminary decision affecting the way the
case isto be conducted when it comes to hearing.

13. A person practising law under this Act shall be deemedto bean
officer of the Supreme Court of Judicature.
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14. The Court shall have power, upon petition or motion, for Suspension
reasonabl e cause to suspend an attorney-at-law from practising within  and striking off
Guyanaduring any specified period, or to order hisnameto bestruck off rg”-f 1980
the Court Roll. [30 ]

15. Any person who acts as a tout shal be liable on summary Touts.
convictiontoafineof sixteenthousand two hundred andfifty dollarsand  [20 of 1966A
toimprisonment for six months. 6 of 1997]

16. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the Registrar shall publish inthe Ppublication of
Gazette the name of any person who he is satisfied, whether on  names of touts
evidenceof general reputeor otherwise, hasacted asatout and shall by @ thzrf
such publication declare that person to be atout. {ﬁen [c))\r/eci r:gtn;

of Courts.
(2) No person shall be declared atout by the Registrar under the  [20 of 1966A
preceding subsection unless he has been given an opportunity to snow 33 of 1975
cause to the Registrar why such adeclaration should not be made with 6 of 1997]
respect to him.
(3) TheChief Justicemay, by order, prohibit any person declared
atout as aforesaid from entering the precincts of any court except—
(a) forthepurposeof attending proceedingstowhichheis
aparty or in which heis awitness; or
(b) with written permission granted by the Chief Justice
and for any purpose specified in such permission.
(4) Every person who, otherwise than for a purpose mentioned
in subsection (3) (the proof whereof shall lie upon him), enters any
precincts which he is prohibited under that subsection from entering,
shall beliable on summary conviction to afine of sixteen thousand two
hundred and fifty dollars and to imprisonment for six months.

17. (1) Any person who is declared by the Registrar to be atout Appeal from
under the last preceding section may, within one month after the decisionof
publication of the declaration in the Gazette, appeal to a judge in .F;(‘;g';;]ar o
chambers from the decision of the Registrar to declare himto be atout Lha?nbersl
by filingintheregistry intheformset out inthe Second Scheduleanctice  [20 of 1966A]

of appeal in which the grounds of appeal shall be briefly set out.

L.RO. 3/1998
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(2) Any clerk of theregistry who receives such anoticeof appeal
shall immediately make an entry of the fact and the time of the receipt
inarecord book to bekept for that purposeand shall informthe Registrar
of the fact.

(3) The Registrar shall forthwith after the filing of a notice of
appeal under subsection (1) prepare a statement of his reasons for the
decision appea ed against.

(4) A judge in chambers may, if the circumstances so warrant,
direct that a copy of the notice of appeal be served on any person he
thinks fit and may give directions as to the time and manner of such
service.

(5) Any person uponwhom acopy of anotice of appeal hasbeen
served under thelast preceding subsection shal | beentitled to appear and
to be heard at the hearing of the appeal, and any such person who so
appears shall be arespondent on the appeal .

(6) Atthehearing of the appeal thejudgein chambersshall have
the power to examine on oath the parties or any of them and their
witnesses and to order the production of documents and may affirm or
rescind the decision of the Registrar, or may refer the matter back tothe
Registrar with such directions as the judge may think fit.

(7) Where the judge in chambers rescinds the decision of the
Registrar a notice to that effect shall be published in the Gazette.

(8) Thefeesand costs set out in the Third Schedule shall bethe
fees to be charged and taken in the registry and recovered by the
Registrar and shall govern thetaxation of costsfor and in respect of the
various matters specified therein.

(9) All costs of and incidental to an appeal under this section to
ajudge in chambers shall bein the discretion of the judge.
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(10)Where costs are awarded against an appellant by ajudgein
chambers the recovery of such costs shall be governed, as far as
practicable, by the provisions of any Rules of Court for thetime being
in force relating to the recovery of costsin civil actionsin the Court.

18. TheChancellor may with the concurrence of the other members
of the rule making authority constituted under section 30 makerules of
Court for regulating the conduct of attorneys-at-law in relation to touts
and such rules may include provision with respect to the application of
section 14 to such attorneys-at-law.

19. Any person who procures any legal business for a legal
practitioner shall, unless he provesto the contrary, be deemed to have
procured such legal businessin consideration of remuneration moving
fromthelegal practitioner if that personisemployed by andisin receipt
of emoluments of any kind from thelegal practitioner.

20. A person who, not being entitled to practise as an attorney-at-
law, or not being apublic officer actingintheexecution of hisduty, either
directly or indirectly for or in expectation of any fee, gain, or reward,
draws or prepares, or offers to draw or prepare, any legal document
other than awill, or holds himself out by advertisement or otherwise as
prepared to do so, or whoreceivesany fee, gain, or reward, for drawing
or preparing that document, shall be liable on summary convictionto a
fine of ninethousand seven hundred and fifty dollarsfor each offence:

Provided that nothing contained in this section shall be construed to
prevent a clerk of a magistrate’ s court from preparing a complaint or
information relating to anindictable or summary conviction offence, or
aplaint under the Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Debt) Act, tobeinstituted
inthecourt of which heisclerk, unlessprohibited by the Chancellor from
doing so.

21. Anattorney-at-law shall not recover any costs, fees, charges, or
disbursements, for any businessdoneby him until he hasapplied for and
obtained a certificate of the Registrar as to the actual amount due in
respect thereof upon taxation and has rendered account thereof to the
party to be charged.

Rules.
[20 of 1966A
3 of 1980]

Presumption
of receipt of
remuneration.
[20 of 1966A]

Preparation of
legal document
by unqualified
persons.

[3 of 1980

6 of 1997]

c.7.01

Recovery of
fees, chargesor
disbursements.
[3 of 1980]
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Payments in
advance.
[3 of 1980]

Bill of costs,
how to be
rendered, taxed
andrecovered.
[3 of 1980]

22. (1) An attorney-at-law who receives in advance from or on
behalf of aclient any money to cover prospective costs, fees, charges,
or disbursements, other than aretainer actually paid to an attorney-at-
law, or as security for future costs, fees, charges, or disbursements,
shall, at the expiration of each period of three months from the receipt
of themoney, furnish hisclient on demand with astatement in writing,
showing the amounts so received up to date, and the date when they
were received, and the purposes to which they or so much of them as
has been expended have been applied.

(2) If anyonefail sto obtainthe statement, hemay apply in person
or by an attorney-at-law in a summary way and without any formality
through the Registrar to a judge in chambers, for an order on the
attorney-at-law to furnish the statement and the judge may give any
directionsthereon he thinks proper.

23. (1) No attorney-at-law of the Court shall be entitled to any
processissuing thereout for the recovery from aclient of the amount of
any hill of costs, other than abill of costsrelating wholly to mattersin
respect of which atariff of costshasnot been by law prescribed, unless
thebill hasbeen taxed, and acopy of thebill sotaxed hasbeen delivered
totheclient to enable himto pay it seven days previously to theissuing
of the process:

Provided that nothing herein contained shall be deemed to deprive
an attorney-at-law of any right which, inthe absence of thisenactment,
he may have in any case to commence an action and arrest a client
indebted to him who is about to quit Guyana.

(2) Inany proceedingsin acourt in which theamount of any bill
of costsis sought to berecovered or is disputed, that court or the judge
before which or whom those proceedings are pending shall decide
whether the fees charged relating to mattersfor which no tariff of costs
has been by law prescribed are excessive, or are afair and adequate
remunerationfor thework doneand servicesrendered, and shall reduce
or allow them accordingly.
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(3) Theclient of an attorney-at-law who has paid a bill of costs
of any kindfor servicesrendered, without thebill having been previously
taxed or allowed by a court or judge, may, within one month after the
payment, demand that thebill betaxed, and thebill shall, on application
for that purpose madeto the Chief Justice, betaxed by the Registrar, and
the client shall, on application, have from the court or ajudge an order
to receive from the attorney-at-law repayment of any amount taxed of f
or disallowed.

(4) Inthe event of any bill of costs being, on taxation or on any
proceedings aforesaid, reduced by more than one-sixth, the costs of
taxation and of the application or proceedings(sofar asthe proceedings
relatetothat bill of costs), shal beborneby theattorney-at-law, and shall
be payable to the client under a summary order of the Court for that
purpose.

24. No speciad agreement otherwise vaid in law between an
attorney-at-law and hisclient asto theamount or manner of payment for
the whole or any part of any past or future services, fees, charges, or
disbursementsin respect of businessdoneor to bedone by theattorney-
at-law, shall begood and vaidinlaw, unlessitisinwriting.

PART II

DISCIPLINE
25. (1) There shall be constituted a legal practitioners committee
(hereinafter referred to as “the Committee”) which shall consist of not

more than fifteen members as in this section mentioned.

(2) The Attorney-General, the Solicitor-General and the State
Solicitor shall be ex officio members of the Committee.

(3) TheChancellor shall appoint not morethantwelveattorneys-
at-law to be members of the Committee.

Contract for
legal services.
[3 of 1980]

Constitution
of Committee.
[13 of 1931
68 of 1952

20 of 1966A
0. 166/1974
3 of 1980]

L.RO. 3/1998
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Procedure on
application to
strike off the
roll.

[68 of 1952

3 of 1980]

(4) The Committee may grant to an appointed member |eave to
be absent from hisduties by reason of illness, temporary absence from
Guyana, or other good reason, and shall cause the Chancellor to be
informed thereof.

(5) The Chancellor may appoint an attorney-at-law to act as a
member of the Committee during the leave granted to an appointed
member under the authority of the last preceding subsection.

(6) Any appointed member who failsto attend four consecutive
meetings of the Committee or departs from Guyana without the leave
of the Committee having been first obtained shall ceaseto beamember
of the Committee.

(7) An appointed member of the Committee may at any time
resign his office by letter delivered to the Registrar.

(8) The Attorney-General shall be Chairman of the Committee
and shall preside at meetings when present. In the absence of the
Attorney-General from any meeting the Solicitor-General shall be
chairman and shall preside at that meeting. In the absence of the
Attorney-General and the Solicitor-General from any meeting, the
members present shall elect one of their number to act as Chairman of
the meeting.

(9) Threemembers of the Committee shall constitute aquorum.

(10)The Registrar shall perform the duties of secretary and may
at any time depute a Sworn Clerk to perform such duties.

26. (1) Anapplicationby aclient or other personaggrievedtorequire
alegal practitioner to answer any allegations made by such client or
person against the legal practitioner, or to strike the name of thelegal
practitioner off theroll of the Court, shall be made to the Registrar and
shall beverified by affidavit.
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(2) The Registrar shall forthwith transmit the application to the
Committeefor investigation under this Part.

(3) Whereintheopinion of the Committee, the application discloses
no case of misconduct on the part of the legal practitioner, the
Committee may, without requiring the legal practitioner to appear to
answer the allegations, dismiss the application and shall in such case
report accordingly to the judges of the Court:

Provided that before dismissing any application under this
subsection, the Committee shall hear the applicant in support of his
application and give him an opportunity to show cause why his
application should not be dismissed.

(4) Where, in the opinion of the Committee, the application
discloses a prima facie case of misconduct on the part of the legal
practitioner, the Committee shall fix aday for hearing, and shall hear the
application in accordance with rules made as hereinafter provided.

(5) Where any application hasbeen heard, the Committee shall-

(a) whereacase of misconduct has, intheir opinion, been
established against thelegal practitioner, report their findings
to the judges of the Court; or

(b) where, in their opinion, no case of misconduct is
established against the legal practitioner, dismiss the
application and report their findingsto thejudgesof the Court
and may make such recommendationsin relation thereto as
they may think fit.

(6) Thereport of the Committee shall be signed by the Chairman
and filed in the Registry but shall not be open to public inspection.

(7) The Registrar shall in each case submit the report with the
record of the proceedings to the judges of the Court who shall direct
whether any and what further proceedings shall betaken, either by way
of reference back to the Committee or otherwise.

L.RO. 3/1998
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Committee
may sitin
more than one
division.

[13 of 1951]

Court may
refer to
Committee.

QOaths

Rules.

[68 of 1952
4 of 1966A
20 of 1966A
4 of 1972

3 of 1980]

(8) The Registrar shall, if so directed by the judges of the Court,
set downthereport for consideration by the Court constituted of not less
than three judges.

(9) At the hearing by the Court, the legal practitioner shall be
required to show cause why an order should not be made against him,
and the Attorney-General or an attorney-at-law nominated by him may
also be heard.

(10)At the conclusion of the hearing the Court may make such
order on the report as the Court may think fit.

27. TheCommitteemay at any timesitinmorethan onedivisionand
the acts and proceedings and the report of any such division shall to all
intents and purposes be the acts and proceedings and the report of the
Committee, but an application shall not be heard before a division
consisting of less than three members of the Committee.

28. The Court may refer areport to the Committee with directions
for itsfinding on any point required by the Court.

29. The Committee may administer oaths and take affirmationsfor
the purpose of an inquiry on an application.

30. (1) Thereshal beconstituted arule making authority which shall
consist of the Chancellor, the Chief Justice, apuisnejudgeandfour legal
practitionersto be appointed by the Chancellor by writing under hishand.

(2) The Chancellor may, with the concurrence of the other
members of the rule making Authority, make rules—

(a) for regulating in respect of any matter the professional
practice, conduct and discipline of lega practitioners and
providing for the making of complaintsto the Committeein
respect of any failureto comply withany of therulesso made;
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(b) regulating the making, hearing and determination of
applicationsto the Committee,

(c) regulating the reportsto be made by the Committeeto
thejudges;

(d) providing for the payment of costsby an applicant or a
legal practitioner; and

(e) generaly for thebetter carrying out of theprovisionsof
this Part.

(3) Therules shall be subject to the approval of the President.

(4) TherulesandformsintheFirst Scheduleshall beinforceuntil
and except in so far asthey are amended, supplemented, or repealed, by
rules made under the authority of subsection (2).

31. (1) On consideration of areport the Court may, without finding
any misconduct proved against thelegal practitioner, neverthel essorder
him to pay the costs of the proceedingsif, having regard to his conduct
and to all the circumstances of the case, it shall seem just to the Court
so to do.

(2) Where the Committee has reported that there is no prima
facie case of misconduct against alegal practitioner, he may apply toa
judgein chambersfor an order that the applicant do pay the costs of the
proceedingsbeforethe Committee and of the application asascertained
ontaxation.

32. Every order of the Court made on consideration of areport shall
be drawn up and passed by the Registrar, and if thelegal practitioneris
orderedtobestruck off the Court Roll or issuspended from practice, the
Registrar shall make the entry or alteration in the Roll required by the
order; and he shall cause anotice stating the effect of the operative part
of the order to be published in the Gazette.

33. TheRegistrar shall inform anyonedesiringto submit acomplaint
against alegal practitioner of themethod of sodoingand shall if required
giveto the person advice asto the form in which complaints should be
made.

Costs.

Order of the
Court entered
onroll.

Procedure after
entry of order
onroll.

Registrar to
giveinforma
tion to
applicants.
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Jurisdiction of 34. NothinginthisPart of thisAct shall prejudice, diminish, or affect
judges not to thejurisdictionwhich, apart fromthe provision of thisPart, isexercisable
be affected. by the court or any judge thereof over attorneys-at-law.
[3 of 1980]
Appeals. 35. An appeal from an order of the Court shall lie to the Court of
[33 of 1975 Appeal.
Payment of 36. Any expensesincurred by thecommitteein carrying out thisPart,
expenses of or in supporting reports made by them to the Court shall be certified by
aor?“;g;? the Minister and shall be paid out of moneys provided by Parliament.
O
No stamp 37. No stamp duty shall be payable and no fee shall be taken by the
duty or feeto  Registrar in respect of documents in proceedings under this Part.
be paid.
s. 29 FIRST SCHEDULE
[13 of 1931]
RULES
Application to 1. An application to strike a legal practitioner off the roll of the
Ee ;;Pgor_ted Court, or torequirealegal practitioner to answer allegations contained
y affidavit.

Forms 1 and 4.

Committee
before
proceeding
may require
further
information.

Serviceof
copy of
application
and affidavit
and notice of
hearing.

Forms 2 and 3.

inan affidavit, shall beinwriting signed by the applicant and shall be sent
to the Registrar, together with an affidavit by the applicant stating the
matters of fact on which hereliesin support of his application.

2. Before fixing a day for the hearing of an application the
Committee may requirethe applicant to supply any further information
and documentsrelating to the allegationsit thinksfit.

3. A copy of theapplicationand of theaffidavit, together with notice
of the day fixed for hearing the application, shal be served by the
Registrar onthelegal practitioner; and notice of theday of hearing shall
aso be served on the applicant. The notice shall not be less than a
twenty-one days' notice.
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4. The notice shall require the applicant and the legal practitioner
respectively to furnish to the Registrar and to each other alist of al
documentsonwhichthey respectively proposetorely, andthelistsshall,
unless otherwise ordered by the Committee, be furnished by the
applicant and by thelegal practitioner respectively at least fourteen days
before the day of hearing.

5. Either party may inspect the documents included in the list
furnished by the other; and acopy of any document mentionedinthelist
of either party shall, on the application and at the expense of the party
requiringit, befurnished tothat party by the other withinthree daysafter
the receipt of the application.

6. If either party failsto appear at the hearing the Committee may
upon proof of service of the notice of hearing, proceed to hear and
determine the application in his absence.

7. Inany casein which the legal practitioner does not appear and
the Committee determines to proceed in his absence the Committee
may, either asto the whole matter or asto any particular fact or facts,
proceed and act upon evidence given by affidavit. Inany caseinwhich
the applicant does not appear or both the applicant and the legal
practitioner do not appear and the Committee determinesto proceed in
his or their absence, the Committee shall act upon the affidavit of the
applicant as prima facie evidence of the facts deposed to therein.

8. At the hearing of an application by the Committee either party
may appear in person, or by an attorney-at-law.

9. Witnessesshall besworn, or their affirmationsshall betaken, by
the chairman of the Committee; and witnesses, including the parties,
shall be subject to examination and cross-examination asnearly asmay
be asif they were witnesses in an ordinary action.

Notice to
requirelist of
documents.

Inspection of
documents.

Absence of
party.

Evidenceon
affidavit.
[13 of 1931]

Appearance
before
Committee.
[3 of 1980]

Examination of
witnesses.
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Attendance of
witnesses.

Form 5.

[13 of 1931]

Committee to
sit in private.

Adjournment.

Withdrawal of
application.

Representation
of applicant.
[3 of 1980]

10. (@) Either party may apply to the Committee to obtain the
attendance of awitness before the Committee, and the Committee may
thereupon, if it thinks fit, authorise the Registrar to issue writs of
subpoena ad testificandum or duces tecum requiring the attendance
of any witness before the Committee.

(b) Any party so applying shall deposit with the Secretary of the
Committee before awrit isissued whatever sum may be fixed by the
Committee to defray the expenses of the withessto and from the place
where the application is heard by the Committee.

(c) No one shall be compelled to produce any document which
he could not be compelled to produce on thetrial of an action.

(d) A subpoenaissued under thisrule may beintheform set out
in the rules, with any variation the circumstances require.

(e) Any person duly subpoenaed as a witness who does not
attend to give evidence, without having a reasonable excuse for such
non-attendance, shall beliableto be dealt with by the High Courtinthe
samemanner asaperson summoned asawitnessinthecivil jurisdiction
of the High Court and not appearing.

11. The Committee shall hear all applicationsin private.

12. The Committee may fix the times and places of its sittings, and
it may of itsown motion, or upon theapplication of either party, adjourn
the hearing from timeto time.

13. No application shall be withdrawn after it has been sent to the
Registrar, except by leave of the Committee, and application for leave
to withdraw shall be made on the day fixed for the hearing unless the
Committee otherwise directs.

14. At any stage of the proceedings, if the Committee thinksfit, it
may appoint an attorney-at-law to represent the applicant.
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15. Theevidencetaken and all the documents put in evidence at the
inquiry by the Committeeshall beattachedtoitsreport for consideration
by the High Court.

16. A judge may give directions for the report to be set down for
consideration by the High Court, and the Registrar shall thereupon give
not lessthan fourteen days' noticeinwriting of theday of hearingtothe
parties and to the Committee, and transmit therewith a copy of the
report.

17. The Committee and either party may appear by attorney-at-law
before the High Court.

18. The Committee may dispense with any requirements of these
rules respecting notices, affidavits, documents, service, or time,
wherever it appears to the Committee to be just to do so.

19. Service of any notice or document required by these rules may
be effected by registered letter addressed to the last known place of
abode or business of the person to be served, and proof that the letter
was so addressed and was posted shall be proof of service.

20. The Committee may extend the time for doing anything under
these rules.

21. (1) Anapplication by alegal practitioner for an order for costs
under section 31(2) shall be by summons filed with the Registrar.

(2) A sealed copy of the summons shall be served on the
applicant not less than seven days before the return thereof.

(3) There shall be filed with the Registrar before the hearing of
the summons an affidavit of service thereof.

22. The following forms shall be used in al cases, as far as
practicable, and shall be valid; but a deviation from them shall not by
reason only of thedeviation render invalid any proceeding, application,
affidavit, or other document.

Evidenceto be
attached to

report.

Bringing report
beforeHigh
Court.

Appearance
by attorney-
at-law.

[3 of 1980]

Committee's
powers.

Service.

Extension of
time.

Application

by legal
practitioner for
an order for
costs.

Forms.
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r.1 FORM 1
FORM OF APPLICATION AGAINST A LEGAL
PRACTITIONER
In the matter of C.D., aLegal Practitioner,
and
In the matter of the Legal Practitioners Act.
(1) Insert full To the Registrar of the Supreme Court;
name, address,
and profes- I, the undersigned A.B., (1) Of ............. hereby make application
sion, business - .
or occupation. that C.D., (2) of ............. , legal practitioner, may bereguiredto answer
(2) Insert full the allegations contained in my affidavit of the......... dayof ..o
nameandlast  19......, which accompanies this application, and that his name may be
knownplace  gtryck off the roll of the Court, or that he may be suspended from
ELﬁl%dszor practising asalegal practitioner, or that such other order may be made
asthe Court shall think just.
In withesswhereof | have hereunto set my hand this.....................
day of .o, 19 ...
(Signature)

r.3 FORM 2
[3 of 1980]

FORM OF NOTICE BY REGISTRAR TO LEGAL
PRACTITIONER

In the matter of C.D., aLega Practitioner,
and
In the matter of the Legal Practitioners Act.

ToC.D., of ... .. legal practitioner.
Application has been made by A.B., of ......... that you may be

required to answer the alegations contained in his affidavit of the
........... day of ..........., 19...... , whereof a copy accompanies this
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notice, and that your namemay bestruck off theroll of the Court, or that
you may besuspended from practicing asalegal practitioner or that such
other order may be made as the Court shall think just.

The........... day of ,............. 19.....,istheday fixed for the hearing
of the application by the Legal Practitioners Committee, who will sit at
..................... (place) ......c...... @ .......... 0'clock in the ..............
noon. You may appear in person or by an attorney-at-law. If you fail
to appear or to be represented, the Committee may proceed in your
absence.

Youarerequired by therulesto furnishtothesaid A.B. and to me,
at least fourteen days before the said ................ day of .......... , 19. .,
alist of al documents on which you proposeto rely.

Either party may inspect thedocumentsincludedinthelist furnished
by the other, and acopy of any document mentioned inthelist of either
party must, on the application and at the expense of the party requiring
it, be furnished to that party by the other within three days after receipt
of theapplication.

Y ou are requested to acknowl edge therecei pt of thisnoticewithout
delay.

Dated the .............. day of ............ A

Registrar of the Supreme Court

FORM 3
FORM OF NOTICE BY REGISTRAR TO APPLICANT
In the matter of C.D., aLegal Practitioner,
and

In the matter of the Legal Practitioners Act.

To AB., of ...

r.3
[3 of 1980]

L.RO. 3/1998
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The.............. day of ..., 19 ..., is the day fixed for the
hearing of your application by the Legal Practitioners Committee, who
will sit at ..o (place)........... a o'clock in the

Y ou arerequired by therulesto furnishto C.D. and to me, at least
fourteen days before the said .......... day of .....ccceeeeesy 19....., alist of
al documents on which you proposeto rely.

Either party may inspect thedocumentsincludedinthelist furnished
by the ather, and acopy of any document mentioned in thelist of either
party must, on the application and at the expense of the party requiring
it, be furnished to that party by the other within three days after the
receipt of the application.

In the event of the said C.D., not appearing, and of the Committee
being asked to proceed in his absence, you must be prepared to prove
service, in accordance with the rules, of thelist of documents and any
other notice, or correspondence since the lodging of the application.

Y ou arerequested to acknowl edgetherecei pt of thisnoticewithout
delay.

Registrar of the Supreme Court

FORM 4
FORM OF AFFIDAVIT BY APPLICANT
In the matter of C.D., aLega Practitioner,
and

In the matter of the Legal Practitioners Act.

) eeereenes (D) AB., of ............. make oath and say as follows—
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1.(2CD.of ... hasbeenemployed by meinaprofessional (1) Insert full
capacity (state period of time) name, address
and profes-
sion, business
or occupation.

2. (Sate the facts concisely in numbered paragraphs, and (2) Insert full
show deponent’s means of knowledge.) name and last
known place

of abode or

Sworn €tc. bUSiness.

FORM 5 r.10
[O. 15/1970]
FORM OF SUBPOENA AD TESTIFICANDUM OR DUCES
TECUM

In the matter of C.D., aLegal Practitioner,
and
In the matter of the Legal Practitioners Act.

To (1) ......................................... (1) Insert name
and address of
You are hereby commanded to attend before the Legal the witness.
Practitioners Committee at ........ . (place) on the day of ................
19..., at the hour of ............. inthe............. noon, and so from day to

day until the application in the above matter is heard, to give evidence
on behalf of ...... [(2)....... and also to bring with you and produce atthe  (2) Ifitis
time and place aforesaid (specify the documents to be produced).]  ducestecum

Witness The Honourable (3).................. Chief Justice of Guyana, (3) Thename
the.............. day of ....ccucueee. in the year of our Lord 19.... . of the Chief
Justice for the
timebeing.

L.RO. 3/1998
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r.16 FORM 6

NOTICE OF DAY OF HEARING OF REPORT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE SUPREME COURT OF
GUYANA

In the matter of C.D., aLega Practitioner,
and
In the matter of the Legal Practitioners Act.

To A.B., of

Takenoticethat thereport of the Legal Practitioners Committeeis
set down for consideration by the Court on the .............. day of
.................... 19.. ., a ten o' clock in the forenoon.

A copy of the said report is attached hereto.

Dated the .................. day of .............. , 19...

Registrar of the Supreme Court

r.21 FORM 7

SUMMONS FOR ORDER FOR COSTS
IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE SUPREME COURT OF
GUYANA

In the matter of C.D., aLega Practitioner,
and
In the matter of the Legal Practitioners Act.

Between
Legal Practitioner,
and
Applicant.
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Let all parties attend before a judge in chambers on the
.................... day of ........19 ......, & .......... 0'clock in the .....noon on
the hearing of an application on the part of ................, a legd
practitioner, for an order that theapplicant do pay tothelegal practitioner
the costs of the proceedings before the Legal Practitioners Committee
and of thisapplication.

Dated the .....cccccvvveienne day of .oy 19...... :

This summons was taken out by ............. (o]

TO
Registrar of the Supreme Court

SECOND SCHEDULE
FORM

In the High Court of the Supreme Court of Guyana,
Notice of and grounds of appeal.

In the matter of section 17 of the Legal Practitioners Act.
And in the matter of the decision of the Registrar of the Supreme
Court.

Between
A.B. Appdlant
and
C.D. (The Registrar of the Supreme Court)

Respondent

Take notice that the above-named Appellant intends to appeal
against the decision of the Registrar of the Supreme Court who has
declared the Appellant to beatout by publicationintheofficial Gazette
of the ....cceeeee. day of .oy, 19,

L.RO. 3/1998
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[6 of 1997]

2. Andthat the following are the Grounds of Appeal:
(Here set out briefly the grounds of appeal)

3. And further take notice that you are required to attend before a

said appeal, and that if you do not attend in person or by an attorney-at-
law at the time and place mentioned, such order will be made and
proceedings taken as the Judge may think just and expedient.

Dated this........ccc....... day of, .o 19... .
(Sgned) A.B.

Appellantor
Attorney-at-law for Appellant

THIRD SCHEDULE

TABLE OF FEES AND COSTS
PAYABLE TO THE REGISTRAR

$ c
1. Filing notice and groundsof apped .................. 65.00
2. Filing affidavit of service or other document ... 65.00
3. Attendance at Hearing including Certificate of
COSES  oeieerienie ettt 195.00
PAYABLE TO ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
4. Drawing notice and grounds of apped ........... 65.00 to 325.00
5. Drawing affidavit of service .......cccceeeeenene 65.00
6. Drawing any necessary application ................ 65.00 to 195.00
7. Appearance at Hearing—
(1) of any application ...........ccoceeeenereereenene 325.00
(2) of an appeal ..o 650.00 to 1,625.00

8. Copiesof any document required for the use of
the Court per folio of 120 words 65.00
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